Unintentional injuries are the leading killer of children in the United States.  The mission of the Childhood Injury Prevention Center is to prevent childhood injuries in the Los Angeles area through:

· the creation of safe play environments for children;

· providing children with positive adult role models;

· providing  after school activities that keep children off the streets;

· child and parent education;

· community education.
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We thank our program funders for supporting our efforts in saving the lives of children:
· Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

· Allstate Foundation

· California Office of Traffic Safety

· Home Safety Council

· CA Kids’ Plates Program

· Pacificare Foundation

· Violence Prevention Coalition of Greater Los Angeles

· Shell Oil Refinery
· Chevron

· National Fire Protection Association
· Valero Refinery

· Kaiser Permanente, Harbor City
The Harbor-UCLA REI Childhood Injury Prevention Center is the Los Angeles site for the Injury Free Coalition for Kids®.  Harbor-UCLA Medical Center is one of 27 hospital based injury prevention centers across the country belonging to this coalition.  

Data

Our Center works with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, Injury and Violence Prevention Division to analyze data collected from the community.  This data is necessary to determine what injuries occur in the areas we serve.  We use this information to design and implement programs reflective of the community’s needs.   
Questions?
For more information about our programs, to volunteer, or to make a tax deductible donation, please contact us at:
Harbor-UCLA/REI                                     Childhood Injury Prevention Center

1000 W. Carson Street, Box 476
Torrance, CA 90509
Phone (310) 222-2331
Fax (310) 222-2351
abueno@rei.edu

Website: www.injuryfree.org

Harbor-UCLA/REI
childhood injury prevention center
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One of our participants painting an underwater mural in Wilmington, CA
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Safe Play Environments 
Children need safe places to play.  In many communities playgrounds do not meet the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s standards and are unsafe.  We partner with the community, corporations, and the schools to build safe play areas.
After school activities & positive adult mentors

The Los Angeles Youth Bikers is an after school bicycle safety club for elementary school children.  Children learn safe cycling and basic bike repairing skills.  At the completion of the 6-week program each participant receives their own bicycle helmet and a new bicycle is raffled off to a participant with perfect attendance in the club.

Kick Back and Read is an after school literacy program for elementary school children in Wilmington, CA.  Children participate in activities that encourage and promote reading, receive homework assistance, and receive free books on a regular basis to improve their home libraries.
Child and Parent education

Risk Watch® is an injury prevention curriculum developed by the National Fire Protection Association.  Our Center promotes and supports teaching Risk Watch from pre-school through eighth grade.   We partnered with fire, police, health, and education departments to form the Southern California Risk Watch Coalition, to oversee program expansion within Southern California.  More information about this program can be found at www.socalriskwatch.org or www.riskwatch.org.
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The Promotora Program recruits and trains residents who live in and are familiar with the communities we serve; they then teach their peers the topics in which they are trained.  Our Promotora program consists of the Hawthorne Lennox Safe Communities Promotoras and the Promotoras of Wilmington Educating Residents (POWER). The promotoras are trained in child passenger safety, home safety, pedestrian safety, and alcohol and the underage drinker.  

Baby Safety Showers are held for expectant mothers at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.  Mothers participate in typical baby shower games, while also learning about child passenger and home safety, and early literacy.  At the end of the half-day shower, the moms leave with a new car seat, a home safety kit, and a book to read to their new baby.
A parent literacy program allows parents to meet twice a month and participate in inter-generational literacy building activities that enhance the parent-child interaction. Parents learn how to integrate their child’s education at home and connect parents with school and community resources.  

Violence Prevention Forums are held every year for middle and high school aged children. These one-day events bring participants together for a day of dialogue on topics such as bullying, rumors, and relationship violence.  Facilitators include staff from other social service agencies and high school students in peer mediation programs.
Community Education
Child Safety Month is an initiative to increase the public’s awareness of injuries among children.  The general public is often unaware that unintentional injuries are the leading cause of death for persons from age 1-34 and that they can be easily prevented with education, enforcement, and environmental changes.  In 2002, we partnered with many agencies throughout Los Angeles County committed to children and their safety.  The City and County of Los Angeles and several cities within the County proclaimed the first Child Safety Week in 2002 to bring the issue of unintentional injuries to the attention of the public.  [image: image3.png]



Risk Watch students are all smiles while wearing their fire prevention hats!











