








Ace’s Adventures and Safety Streets 
compared to more traditional didactic 
teaching methods. 

Ace’s Adventures video game was 
developed by University of California 
at San Francisco through funding 
from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.  Funding for Safety 
Streets was provided through Richie’s 
Funds (Los Angeles County Emergency 
Medical Services) in honor of LA City 
Councilmember Richard Alarcón’s 
three-year old son who was killed in a 
car crash in North Hollywood in 1987.  
For project information visit: 
www.chlainjuryprevention.org. 

Atlanta 
Making Streets Safe
Injury Free Atlanta “Cuidad los Nino’s: 
Keep the Children Safe - Occupant 
Safety Program” received a $136,480.00 
grant from the Georgia Governor’s 
Office of Highway Safety.  The program 
provides child safety seats to parents 
and caregivers referred by any hospital 
affiliated the Grady Health system.  
They are distributed through classes 
that are held twice a month in English 
and Spanish and by appointment. 

Hartford 
Making Streets Safe 
Injury Free Hartford PI, Brennin 
Campbell, MD is the lead author of two 
articles published in the 2009 Journal 
of Safety Research and the Journal 
of Trauma (supplement). The articles 
detail work of his jnjury prevention 
research team and their efforts to 
increase physician counseling on teen 
driving issues at the 15, 16, and 17 year 
visits.  

As follow-up, Dr. Campbell’s team will 
be working with the Educating Practices 
in the Community (EPIC) program at 
the Child Health and Development 
Institute of Connecticut (CHDI).  The 
organizations are striving to have teen 
driving safety as a topic that practices 
can request for presentation during 
lunchtime at physician practices.  

EPIC presentations include the entire 
office team, nurses, physicians, and 
office staff.  Participating practices will 
receive free lunch plus teen driving 
safety posters for the waiting room, 
handouts on Connecticut’s driving laws, 
and a stack of parent-teen driving 
contracts.

Los Angeles
Making Streets Safe
Injury Free LA PI Jeffery Upperman, MD 
and Dr. Peggy Knudson are collaborating 
as co-principal investigators on 
research to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the Ace’s Adventures video game 
and an interactive program called 
Safety Streets. The Safety Streets 
program is designed to mirror the Ace’s 
Adventures video game which teaches 
child pedestrian safety lessons through 
a series of obstacles encountered by a 
young boy (Ace) on his walking route 
from home to school.  Upperman and 
Knudson are examining knowledge 
transfer and behavioral changes using 18
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Presentations
Ann Arbor  
Coaching Prevention In Sports 
Injury Free Ann Arbor presented a “Big 
Impact - Small Investment” Injury 
Prevention Cooperative during the 
2009 National Association of Children’s 
Hospitals and Related Institutions. The 
workshop was developed for athletic 
coaches and first aid training classes. 

The 30 minute program is provided 
to Ann Arbor Recreation & Education 
youth coaches and area athletic 
trainers during mandatory pre-season 
orientation. It is designed to improve 
the ability to recognize the signs of a 
concussion, coordinate & encourage a 
“culture of safety” among athletes & 
parents, enforce & create strict “return 
to play” guidelines and to recognize a 
concussion as a serious injury.

Boston
Safe at Home
Injury Free Boston presented a poster 
discussing its Safer Homes Program 
at the 2009 American Public Health 
Association conference.  The Safer 
Homes Program provided home safety 
visits and supplies to Primary Care 
patients. 

The program included 49 baseline 
visits and 9 follow-up visits. During the 
visits a questionnaire and assessment 
was completed to determine supplies 
needed by the families.  A wide range 
of supplies then were offered including 
window guards, baby gates, cabinet 
latches, toilet locks and outlet covers.  
The items were supplied at no cost.

Families who received the services 
were selected based on their child’s 
age and their zip code.  

Safety Streets model being studied to help 
children travel more safely
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Chicago
Children’s Memorial Hospital
Canadian National Railroad is 
supporting transportation safety 
initiatives at Children’s Memorial 
Hospital in Chicago with a $500,000 
grant in support of transportation 
safety programs like CPS, pedestrian, 
train and bicycle safety at the Injury 
Prevention and Research Center.  The 
company is working to expand its 
presence in Chicago.    

Columbus
The Center for Injury Research and 
Policy (CIRP) in The Research Institute 
at Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
received a $50,000 grant from the 
Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation 
this year for the purchase of bicycle 
helmets to be distributed to children in 
the community. In addition to providing 
the helmets for Injury Free Coalition 
for Kids of Columbus’ sixth year of 
participation in Mayor Michael B. 
Coleman’s Neighborhood Pride Bicycle 
Safety Festival Program, the funding 
also allowed CIRP to establish new 
partnerships with the Columbus Division 
of Fire and the Division of Police. This 
summer 12 local fire stations served as 
helmet distribution points; firefighters 
fitted helmets on children visiting the 
stations. 

The response from the community was 
overwhelming. Fire stations distributed 
more than 2,200 helmets in less than 
a week. The funding also allowed CIRP 
to collaborate with Community Liaison 
Officers from the Division of Police. 
Officers distributed an additional 1,000 
helmets to help local children comply 
with a new ordinance. 

Greenville 
Injury Free Greenville received a grant 
of nearly $7,000 from Kohl’s Cares 
for Kids to focus on pedestrian safety, 
playground safety, and bicycle safety. 
Those funds will nearly double next 
year when child passenger safety, 
Halloween safety, summer safety, and 

fire safety are added to the current 
programs.  

Hartford 
The Allstate Foundation awarded 
$50,000 to Injury Free Hartford to 
purchase driving simulators that will 
be used in the creation of a driving 
simulation center scheduled to open 
in the spring 2010.  It will complement 
that site’s existing simulators purchased 
with federal funding as a part of a 
study to determine the effectiveness 
of simulator training in reducing teen 
driving risks.  Injury Free Coalition for 
Kids of Hartford now has 18 simulators 
to assist in working to keep kids alive 
and injury-free.  Eight simulators will 
form the core of the simulation center 
and others will be used in various 
communities.  

Little Rock  
Injury Free Coalition for Kids of Little 
Rock received $25,000 from its regional 
Allstate Foundation office to hold 
seatbelt challenges in eight Pulaski 
County high schools this year. The 
program is based on the Hennepin 
County Drive Smart Challenge produced 
by Injury Free Minneapolis. The two 
sites shared information about the 
program during the 2008 Allstate 
Foundation Teen Driving Summit in 
Little Rock, AR. 

The Injury Prevention Center (IPC) at 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital received 
$105,000 from the Grand Masonic Lodge 
of Arkansas. The funds will support 
professional and public education 
efforts of the Center, including a 
regular invited lecture series and the 
development of safety kiosks. Every 
year the Grand Masonic Lodge selects 
an entity and raises funds on its behalf.

Rochester
The New York State Regional Allstate 
Foundation is now the driving force 
behind the Smart Teen Driving program 
in Rochester with a $45,000 grant.  
Injury Free Rochester used the funds 

to support a poster contest and a teen 
advisory group brought together to 
raise awareness about teen driving 
safety concerns.  The advisory group 
created a window cling, a Facebook 
group and helped revise a parent-teen 
contract which is now available at the 
Division of Motor Vehicles.  Rochester 
also continues to participate in Rides 
for Life, a drive-in-style car show with 
an educational outreach piece.  

In addition to working in the 
community, programs in the hospital 
are being accelerated as well. Injury 
Free Coalition Rochester has created 
a trauma workshop called Drive for 
Life where teens spend two hours 
at University of Rochester Medical 
Center (URMC) following what happens 
to a crash victim.  Pediatric and 
emergency medicine physicians at 
URMC are conducting grand rounds 
to raise awareness and are making 
presentations to parents. 

Injury Free Coalition for Kids of 
Rochester also received $66,000 from 
Kohl’s to continue its bike safety 
program.  It is now known as the Kohl’s 
Pedal Patrol. Bike rodeos for the patrol 
have been moved to a central location, 
Rochester’s Public Market.  However, 
you don’t have to go to the market 
to learn about bike safety.   Injury 
Free Rochester worked with Board 
of Cooperative Educational Services 
students to create billboards with bike 
safety messages.  Two were selected 
and placed on six billboards around the 
city. 

Kohls keeps kids pedalling safely.
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The Injury Free Coalition for Kids® is a national program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
at Columbia University's Mailman School of Public Health.

The vision of the Injury Free Coalition for Kids is that 
children and families will live in safe communities supported 

by Injury Free Coalition for Kids centers that have 
developed hospital-community partnerships working to 

prevent injury.

www.injuryfree.org




