All Terrain Vehicle Injury Incidence and Cost
Non-fatal Emergency Department Treated Injuries

In 1999-2003, there was an annual average of almost 115 thousand non-fatal wheeled all terrain vehicle (ATV) injuries treated in emergency departments per year.  The total average annual cost of these injuries in 2004 dollars was almost $6 billion.  These costs break down as: Medical almost $868 million, Productivity $1.2 billion, and Quality of Life $3.8 billion.

For ages 19 and under, there was an annual average of almost 54 thousand non fatal wheeled ATV injuries treated in emergency departments per year in 1999-2003.  The total average annual cost of these injuries was almost $2.6 billion.  These costs break down as: Medical almost $393 million, Productivity almost $508 million, and Quality of Life almost $1.7 billion.

Fatal Injuries

In 1999-2002 there were over 2,800 fatal all terrain vehicle injuries (including wheeled ATVs, snow mobiles, and hovercraft) or an average of 700 fatal injuries per year.  The total average annual cost of these injuries was $3 billion in 2004 dollars.  The cost breaks down as: Medical $7.7 million, Productivity almost $1.1 billion, and Quality of Life $1.9 billion.

In 1999-2002 for ages 19 and under, there were almost 950 fatal all terrain vehicle injuries (including wheeled ATVs, snow mobiles, and hovercraft) or an average of almost 240 fatal injuries per year.  The total average annual cost of these injuries was almost $1.2 billion in 2004 dollars.  The cost breaks down as: Medical almost $2.4 million, Productivity $392 million, and Quality of Life $762 million.

Definitions of Cost Categories

Medical includes spending on hospital and professional services, rehabilitation, prescriptions, home health care, medical equipment, and funeral expenses. 
Productivity (Work Loss) includes wages, fringe benefits and household work for adults. It is the present value of a lifetime's worth of wage and household work that children will be unable to do as adults if they are killed or permanently disabled, these earnings include fringe benefits. 
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Quality of Life places a dollar value on the pain, suffering, and lost quality of life that children and their families experience due to death and injury.
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