
of Salt Lake City

• Each year Emergency Departments treat over 
200,000 playground-related injuries (Consumer Product 
Safety Commission)

• Analyzing injuries, demographic and geographic data, 
we identified a location in need of a safe playground 

• South Salt Lake City (SSLC) is a population dense, low            
socioeconomic status community where playground      
injuries are common and where access to a park with safe     
playground equipment is needed 

•The main public park in SSLC serves a          
large population, has underutilized 
central space, unsafe play 

equipment and inadequate barriers 
isolating playground areas from   

traffic and water hazards

Primary Children's Medical Center trauma registry (2002-2007) 
& SSLC Police Department incident data (2003-2007)

 Population 22,038

 Population below poverty level 2,931

 Population under 5 years old 2,049

 Number of playground injuries/year   
 requiring hospital admission

219

Water: Danger at Any Depth

• In 2004 the CDC reported 3,308 fatal drownings in the U.S. 
• For every child under 15 who dies from drowning,    

5 are treated in the ED and 4 are hospitalized
• Our water safety program is designed to     

decrease the number of water related injuries 
and deaths by improving parents’ knowledge 
and behavior concerning water safety

• The campaign is a unique partnership between a 
public and private organization

• Primary Children’s Medical Center partnered with 
a public relations firm to create a multi-media  
campaign that provides information on how to be safe near 
open water, in and around the home, and when boating

         Bicycle Safety 

• Our bicycle safety program is designed to encourage helmet use and educate children 
about safe riding techniques

• Through partnerships with EMSC and the Utah Department of Health              
we utilize the “Bike Rodeo” trailer at community safety fairs
• We provide bicycles, scooters, helmets and safety pads                                    

     to accommodate most 3 to 10 year-old children
• Small street signs, signals, cones and “traffic officers” create                                             

     an interactive course to engage children in active learning 
• Participants learn about safe cycling techniques including identification of road 

     signs, safe stopping distances, avoiding obstacles and navigating difficult turns
• We distribute donated helmets to children in need

• The rodeo can accommodate more than 300 participants in an 8-hour period and requires          
  approximately 6 coordinators/educators

SOUTH SALT LAKE CITY 
PLAYGROUND PROJECT

Dear Sir or Madame,I write this letter to you because I feel we need to have a 

cleaner and better park so the park can be a safe place 

for people who go there and a home for the ducks.  Fitts 

Park has a great history to it and I think that history 

might go on if you help.  It is way dirty and has garbage all 

over it and everything is broken down. The walls have 

graffiti, the swings are broken, and the lunch building’s 

wood is very hurtful.  If you touch it, it gives you tons of 

splinters.  
If we got this money, I would like it to go to more lights 

and equipment so we don’t get hurt.  We also need a fence 

so we don’t fall in the river.  The river has things in it that 

you wouldn’t normally find in a river.  I also think that you 

people need to plant flowers and make the park look nice 

and green.  So please improve Fitts Park.  That is all I have 

to say.

Sincerely,
The StudentsJames E. Moss Elementary 

P.S. Tell the government that I am with them all the way.
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